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Learning Sectors
Frequently Asked Questions – FAQ
Program Overview	
1. What does the program consist of? The Learning Sectors program is supported by Formula 1, aimed at schools around the world, The British Council is the implementer of the STEM methodology.
The program seeks to motivate young people from Mexico, Brazil, China, Spain, India, the United Kingdom and South Africa to take an interest in STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) careers; as well as to develop communication and public speaking skills within Formula 1. The program includes mentoring, training, activity kits and challenges, which support the development of project-based learning and develop soft skills that prepare you for future careers in STEM. At the end of these mentoring sessions, you will present a final project that may be eligible as a finalist.
2. Will it cost me or my team, or my squad? The high-speed STEM program is at no cost to participants or their schools.
How long is the "STEM at full speed" program? The calendar of dates is approximate; there may still be adjustments. It is intended that they have a duration and length of their own that does not represent an excessive additional burden to their curricular load. So, the general periods would be as follows:
	October 2026
	Grand Prix 2026 Mexico City

	November 2026
	Teacher training

	January-March 2027
	Mentoring and project building for teams

	April 2027
	Presentation of projects

	June 2027
	Selection of finalists

	October 2027
	Grand Prix 2027 Mexico City



Eligibility Requirements and Participants
2. Who is it for? It is aimed at young people from 15 to 17 years of age currently enrolled in any of the 4 subsystems of the upper secondary level, in the State of Hidalgo and their teachers in the same campus.
3. I am not from any campus in Hidalgo, can I enroll in the program? No, on this occasion, the program will only be able to admit young people and teachers from Hidalgo in any of the municipalities, as long as they are duly registered. It is intended that this first program will inspire other states to participate in it in the next edition.
4. Can students over 17 years of age participate? The program as such, at a global level, stipulates an age limit range of up to 16 years old, however, due to the ages covered by the educational level in Mexico, and the dates that will be the events of the Grand Prix, young people who are up to 17 years old by October 31, 2027 will be admitted.
5. Do I need to speak English? No, a high level of language proficiency is not necessary, however, it helps a lot for the contexts in which the program is developed at an international level. But don't worry, all the content and development of the program can be done in Spanish. Please, if you require support to develop your project in mother tongues, communicate it immediately to your state coordination.

Formation of teams and squads
6. Does it have to be by teams? Yes, the program will be designed to work in teams, collaborative work is one of the specific objectives to be developed in the program. Before registering, plan who your team will be, talk to them, if they are willing to take the challenge, and in turn talk to their teacher, because he/she will be part of the team throughout the program.
7. Can several people from the same project participate? Yes, the only condition is that it is a team of 5 duly registered members, made up of 2 female students, 2 male students and your teacher per campus. The project can be replicated to your colleagues, if they wish, but only one registered team per campus is supported.
8. Do I necessarily have to register my campus? Yes, you necessarily have to register your campus/school for this participation. All official communication will be through the coordination of the 4 subsystems of the SEMSyS. Likewise, your campus must send a "letter of commitment" to the state coordination of the SEPH, of participation in the program.
Considerations before submitting an application 
Before registering, plan who your team will be, talk to them, if they agree and willing to take on the challenge, and in turn talk to their teacher, because he/she will be part of the team throughout the program. Notify the principal of your campus of your intention to participate, since they will also communicate with your state coordinators.

Registration Process and Required Documentation
9. How do I register? Registration must be through the following link: "registration", In the instructions it asks for necessary information by sections. The registration will ask you for information about your campus as well as the 4 participants of your team, plus your teacher, who will also be part of the team.
10. What is the deadline? To register your team and your squad, you must do so on the dates that the call is open, which is from September 1 to 30.
11. Why do I have to add the "Image Use Authorization" and "Parental Permission" formats? For the British Council and its allies, it is important to safeguard minors, and/or adults at risk or in vulnerable situations. As part of the organization's overall safeguarding policy, we must provide safe environments while our programs are in contact with the population in order to prevent harm, abuse, or exploitation. By having these letters, we ensure permissions, consent to apply the protection policy and in turn commitment for participants to comply with the program and align with the safeguard policy at all times. In the case of the "authorization of image use" form, signed by a participant serves to obtain legal consent and explicit authorization to take, use, publish or disseminate their photograph, video or voice in different media, avoiding lawsuits for moral damage or violation of privacy. During the "STEM at full speed" program, photos and videos of the participants will be taken, which could be published on social networks, and other media with the partners, to promote and disseminate and evidence the program itself. Note: Remember that you must upload these forms to the registry, duly filled out and signed, attaching a copy of the official identification of your father/mother/guardian, who signs these permissions in the same registration link.

Participation with "Letter of Interest" (Grand Prize 2026)
8. I am interested in participating only as an ambassador in the activities scheduled in the week of the Grand Prix 2026 edition in Mexico City this October, do I have to register my squad/team in the same way? Yes, one of the requirements for you to be able to access this participation, through a letter of interest, is that, first register your campus and your team that will participate in the complete program "STEM at full speed".
Here are the steps: 
· Go to the "registration" link
· Fill in all the required data in each section,
· Verify that all 5 participants are registered (4 students + 1 teacher). The program seeks gender parity, so it is highly recommended to register 2 female and two male as students.
· Upload the signed and PDF formats as requested in the corresponding section. Note. These must be uploaded, one for each participant of the team.
· The last section asks you to confirm if you want to participate in the activities in the week of the Grand Prix 2026 in Mexico City", select "yes", and upload your letter according to the criteria in the document attached to this call. "Learning Sectors_Carta of interest".
9. What if I don't want to participate with a letter of interest, but we do want to participate as a team in the STEM Program at full speed? 
You don't have any problem, just register for the Program, and in the last section, select "I don't want to participate" with a letter of interest. And don't forget to press the "submit" registration button. And that's it, later, they will receive instructions for starting the program.
10. Can more members of my team or school participate with a "Letter of Interest"? 
Yes, they can, as long as they are part of the registered team and upload their letters individually.
11. Where do I consult the criteria for structuring my letter of interest? 
We recommend that you read the call "STEM at full speed", there you will find the document that provides the guidelines and criteria to follow to prepare your letter. Remember that there is a deadline. (September 25)
12. What is the deadline to participate in the activities of the 2026 edition Grand Prix in Mexico City? 
If you want to participate as an ambassador for your squad at the start of the program this October in the 2026 edition Grand Prix, you must upload your letter of interest before September 25 before 11:59 a.m.
13. Is the deadline for registration for the STEM program different from the date for uploading the letter of interest? Absolutely, the deadline to sign up for STEM at full speed is September 30. The deadline to upload your letter of interest for the 2026 Grand Prix activities day is until September 25.
14. When will the results be given? 
The 10 winners are scheduled to be announced by means of a "letter of interest", no later than September 30, since we must accredit to the Formula 1 partner, the entire delegation that will attend the day of activities of the Grand Prix in the first week of October.
15. Who will be able to attend the scheduled Grand Prix activities in Mexico City in October 2026 and October 2027? For the 2026 Grand Prix edition, the selection of the delegation will be by "Letter of Interest" individually. *See the rules and selection criteria. This delegation will be made up of the 10 winning students, accompanied by a teacher and a coordinator assigned by the Secretary of Public Education of Hidalgo. For the 2027 Grand Prix edition, the selection of the delegation will be after the implementation of the program, through the selection of the 3 best teams/projects presented in June 2027.
16. How much does it cost to attend the Grand Prix event?  
The transfers and food from the city of Pachuca to Mexico City and back for the winners, are covered.


Commitment and contact
24. What happens if I can't attend a session? A high level of commitment is expected. Attendance and participation will be part of the program's monitoring criteria and may influence the selection of your project as a finalist or other derived opportunities.
25. I have more questions, how do I contact you? You can contact the coordination of your campus and/or write to us at LearningSectors_mx@britishcouncil.org and we will gladly answer your questions
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